MAKERS MANUAL #17
Wax Atelier

DAZZLE
SHIP

INTRODUCTION

Wax Atelier revisits traditional techniques ranging from can-
dle dipping, to paper making using natural wax. This manual
provides full instructions on how to turn a humble sheet of A4

paper into a bold toy and three-dimensional work of art. Inspired
by ship camouflage known as “Razzle Dazzle”, Dazzle Ship is
the latest object in a series of waxed paper boats designed by Wax
Atelier for adults and children to create their own Maritime vessel
from scratch.

STEP 1

Gather all of your tools and materials
before starting the project. This is a project
for adults and children to make. Children
must always be supervised when using poten-
tially dangerous tools such as scissors, hot
iron, wax and peeling tools.
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STEP 2

Print out the ‘Dazzle’ pattern templates
Part A and Part B on the next page, alterna-
tively trace the patterns. TIP: You can also
print on coloured paper to create a colour
monochrome Dazzle ship or have a go at
designing your own pattern. The patterns are
also available to print at: www.storeprojects.
org/events/makers-manual-17-dazzle-ship

STEP 3

Making wax paper: First, get a bees-
wax candle and a vegetable grater. Use the
grater to peel away thin shavings of wax from
the candle. Do this until you have a good
heap of wax curls
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STEP 4

To make the wax flakes, use your
thumbs and first fingers to break down the
curls into smaller pellets. This will make the
wax melt faster and provide an even coverage
of wax when applied with heat onto paper.

STEP 5

Find a sturdy flat surface protected
with brown paper (newspaper or an old
sheet will also work). Place a sheet of baking
paper down and then lay your printed paper
on top. Do not forget to do this, otherwise
the wax will seep into any porous surface!
Lightly spread a layer of wax evenly over
the paper and place another sheet of baking
paper on top.
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STEP 6

Turn on the iron at a low setting and
begin to iron slowly across the paper. This
ensures that the wax melts properly and

DAZZLE SHIP

LIST OF THINGS

— 2 sheets of A4 uncoated paper (around 80
-120 gsm)

— Beeswax candle

— 2 sheets of greaseproof paper

— Double-sided tape

— Lint-free cloth

— Brown kraft paper (to protect surface)

TOOLS

— Inkjet printer (to print the pattern tem-
plates)

— Iron (to melt the wax)

— Vegetable grater (to create wax flakes)

— Scissors (to cut the paper templates )

infuses into the paper, turning ordinary paper
into waterproof waxed paper. You should now
have two pieces of fully waxed paper.

STEP 7

To finish the waxed paper, get a small
piece of lint free cloth and rub the surface of
the paper on both sides. This process is called
burnishing. Burnishing the paper creates a
more durable coating and gives the surface a
nice sheen.

STEP 8

Cut out the unprinted section of Paper
A. You now have a piece of square paper
ready for the origami folding. Part A will
become the front of the Dazzle boat.
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STEP 9

Now cut the unprinted section of Paper
B. You now have a piece of rectangle paper
ready for the second part of origami folding.
Part B will become the end section of the
Dazzle boat.

STEP 10
Part A and Part B are now ready to
fold. To watch a step by step video showing

WAX ATELIER

BIO OF THE DESIGNERS

Wax Atelier re-visits traditional techniques
ranging from candle dipping, paper making,
to crafted textiles using natural wax. Making
becomes a tool to experience the intercon-
nection between the natural world and mate-
rial culture. Wax Atelier was founded in 2017
by multidisciplinary designers Lola Lely and
Yesenia Thibault-Picazo, in London. Born in
Hanoi, Lola grew up in London and was curi-
ous from an early age about how objects are
made. Drawing, making and the connection
between materials, process and maker are all
central to her practice. Yesenia is a French-
born musician and designer. Exploring narra-
tive potentials of materials through collabo-
rations with experts in the fields of geology,
anthropology and craft, she uses design as a
means to engage with diverse audiences on
contemporary ecological challenges.

FURTHER READING

—The Story of Dazzle
Liverpool Biennale 2015
Exhibition catalogue

— Frank Lloyd Wright Paper Models:
14 Kirigami Buildings to Cut and Fold
Marc Hagan-Guirey (2017)

— Beeswax: Production, Harvesting,
Processing, and Products -
William L. Coggshall (1984)

Makers Manual is a collaborative
project between exciting makers
and STORE STORE. Participation
is free and no design background is
necessary. You can share your cre-
ations using #makersmanual. We
will pick our favourite submissions
and publish the results in a limited
printed edition of all of the manu-
als. Everyone who makes it into the
book will receive a free copy.

This project is supported by Coal
Drops Yard.
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www.storeprojects.org
(@storeprojects

how to fold Part A and Part B into the front
and back of the ship go to: www.storepro-
jects.org/events/makers-manual-17-daz-
zle-ship

STEP 11
You now have the front and end of
the ship.

STEP 12
Slide the back of the ship into the front
of the ship through the folded channel.
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STEP 13
Cut a piece of double side tape and join
the front of the ship to the back section

STEP 14

You now have a finished ‘Dazzle’ ship
ready to sail in a pond or water basin.
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