
STEP 1
First you fill your container with hot 

tap water or mix boiled water 50/50 with cold 
water. The water needs to be approximately 
50 or 60 degrees celsius.

STEP 2
Make sure to refill the water with hot 

water every once in a while to maintain the 
right temperature.

STEP 3
Take the candles and place them under 

the water. If they don’t stay under you can 
put a weight or glass on top so they are fully 
submerged. You can also place the candles in 
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BIO OF THE DESIGNER
My name is Lex Pott. I am an exper-

imental product designer that focusses on 
materials. In my studio in Rotterdam I work 
hands on. I work in many different fields 
from one of gallery work, self initiated 
objects, working for design labels and mass 
production.

FURTHER READING
Once you did the experiment you can 

dive deeper in the design process. You can 
vary in color and shape, but also in combin-
ing two candles.

The design is most crucial. On my 
website you can discover some of the exam-
ples that I made.

LIST OF THINGS
 

→ A container like a vase, oven dish or plastic 
bucket that is big enough to fit approximate-
ly 5 candles (it can be used horizontal or 
vertical)
→ Dining candles in your preferred colors
→ Bucket or sink to cool the candle with cold 
water
→ Water boiler or hot tap water from the sink
→ A cloth (paper/ textile) to dry and clean the 
water that you spill and to dry the candles
→ A cylindrical glass or object to bend the 
candles around
→ A rolling pin is also useful to create torsion 
in the candle
→ Any form that you can use as a mould that 
can resist water

INTRODUCTION
Candles and wax are fascinating. Wax can be solid, liquid 

but the moment in between is the best. When it's flexible and 
bendable. We will focus on bending candles in a variety of shapes 
and bends. By using hot water we can deform the candles in 
multiple ways to create your own design. The flexibility of wax 
is a true material experiment that combines, form function and 
fun. You can use a variety of colors and simple household tools to 
create a family of candle characters.
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a vertical orientation in a vase so that they 
stay under water by themselves.

STEP 4
Make sure you leave the candles in hot 

water for approximately 5-10 minutes. You 
can feel when the candles become soft and 
bendable. Please take your time, sometimes 
the inside of the candle is still cold and then 
your candle can break. Make sure that the 
candle is evenly heated and soft all the way 
through.

STEP 5
Take out your candle and bend it in the 

desired way. Try a few and make a design. 

Of course the candle needs to stand alone so 
primarily focus on the base or foot so that it 
can stand stable.

STEP 6
Once you find the desired shape you 

can rinse it under cold water for a few min-
utes or submerge the candle in a bucket of 
cold water. This way your design will solidify, 
make sure to take your time. While the candle 
is still warm on the inside it can deform. 
Once it is cool it will hold its shape.

STEP 7
Once you control the bending you can 

try two things. Either freeform or use a glass 

as a mould. Another interesting effect is to 
take the candle when it is warm and bendable 
and roll the middle to a flat surface using a 
glass or rolling pin. Once the middle is flat 
you can take both ends of the candle and do 
some twisting or torsion. This will result in a 
helix shape.

Makers Manual is a collaborative 
project between exciting makers 
and STORE STORE. Participation 
is free and no design background is 
necessary. You can share your cre-
ations using #makersmanual. We 
will pick our favourite submissions 
and publish the results in a limited 
printed edition of all of the manu-
als. Everyone who makes it into the 
book will receive a free copy.
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